
5

Preface

The development of resilient cities is the key factor for sustainable development. 
Resilient cities are cities that are prepared to absorb and recover from any shock 

while maintaining its essential functions, structures, and identity as well as adapting 
and thriving in the face of continual change. ‘Building resilience requires identifying 
and assessing hazard risks, reducing vulnerability and exposure, and lastly, incre-

To contribute to building resilient cities, we are very happy that the German Aca-
-

on a partnership between the National Technical University of Athens – NTUA (Fa-
-
-

man students as well as young researchers to develop integrative strategies and 
creative approaches for resilient cities, including new and robust governance ar-

This book is the result of the Athens Summer School 2017 on resilient European 
cities that took place from 22nd to 26th May 2017. The summer school focused on 
‘Urban Resilience, Climate Change and Adaptation’ and asked the participating in-
terdisciplinary student groups to develop strategies and approaches to cope with 

-
tributions from scientists that were involved in the summer school, explaining the 
phenomena of climate change and considering various concepts and approaches 

developed to adapt to climate change in urban areas. With this book we hope to 
contribute to the discussion on building more resilient and more sustainable cities 
– a discussion we will continue with the following summer schools and exchanges.
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