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The Impact of Examination Modalities and Higher Education Structures
on Individual Study Paths — A Survey Experiment

Context

Due to the high demand for academically qualified personnel, ensuring academic success is of social and economic importance. In this context, the effect of institutional regulations
of study and examination organizations on study behaviour is surprisingly unexplored, despite new institutionalism being a major paradigm in sociological research.
We present the structure of a survey experiment aiming to gain insights into the mechanisms about which degree of obligation in examination modalities encourages

study success and which hinders it.
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Participants

We plan to conduct the survey using students from four different bachelor degrees at Leibniz University Hannover, Germany, and estimate the number of potential respondents at

about 800 to 1,500 per degree (in total about 4,500) with an estimated return rate of 30%.

Methods and procedure

Figure 2: Trade-off screens
The planned survey experiment is a mixture of vignette and discrete choice experiment. In three

Screen 1) trade-offs (number of attempts vs. exam registration) different scenarios, students at Leibniz University Hannover are to weigh up two trade-offs against
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constant. Screen 2 contains the number of attempts vs. the exam de-registration while keeping

the registration modalities constant. In Screen 3, the trade-off is registration vs. de-registration
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modalities, whereas for the number of attempts, the same value is given in both variations. The
two values chosen for each dimension are intended to represent the contrasts between a

standardization of examination rules and a freedom of choice in examination modalities.
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pressure, on the pace of their studies and on their academic success. Afterwards, the

Screen 3) trade-offs (exam registration vs. de-registration) students choose which of the two alternatives seems more binding to them. By carrying out a

conjoint analysis, it will be possible to determine the weight of the indicators in the student
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